NEW ADDRESS: Rt. 7, Frederick, ’.id. 21701; :: 301/473-8186 
2/28 '68 



Mr. Thomas Dougherty, Asst Gen. Counsel * 

Metromedia, Inc. 

5151 Wisconsin Ave., 

Washington, D.C. 16 

Dear Mr* Dougherty f 

Y 0 ur letter of January 25, to which I responded January 29, reached me as 
1 was about to leave on a trip. The accumulation during my absence and m accident to 
my wife on my return delayed my Intoning to the few excerpts from the tape of 
Josiah Thompsons appearance on WCBM until this morning. 

Few and inadequate as these excerpts are, they do confirm what your listeners 
told me at the time of that broadcast. 

Very few people can or have taken the time to master this enormously 
complicated subject of the Kennedy assassination. I mean nothing offensive in saying 
there is no doubt you have listeners who know the fact and understand them better 
than your employees. What may seem like an ordinary statement of fact to you, 
particularly if it is sp oken quietly and with mild words, may, in reality, be a 
deliberate lie. There are examples in the excerpts you sent me. These relate to both 
the evidence and to me and my work. If you want, I’ll give you the examples and the 
proof. 

If you were, as your employment, if nothing else, precludes, familiar with 
the writing in the field, you would know that the greatest piece of thaevery is 
Thompson's. Most of his liW&ary lightfingering was of my work. To sight a simpjie 
example, wherever he says "according to a document just discovered in the National 
Archives"* which he then quotes, misquotes or reprints* what he is really saying is 
"according to the work of Harold Weisberg, published and copyrighted by him." The 
number of times* this happens precludes any possibility of accident. Consistent 
’with this are outright lies about the Zapruder film, the versions and generations 
of versions available to him, the Commission and others, what is in the film. It 
is the grossest kind of mispepresentation which is either deliberate, for a purpose 
or purposes, or the consequence of massive ignorance. 

As I said, those v/ho come to your stations end are presented by you are 
presented in good faith. But with any complex subject, the communicator cannot begin 
to have the grasp of the subject the author does and you cannot help becoming hie 
tool i^this is his intent. 

^hose excerpts of the show you sent me without any question establish that 
Thompson appears as the defender of the government, particularly the investigative 
services -.nd the staff lawyers. Whether ho is en agent, as many familiar with the 
subject^ have came to believe, may be a question. There is no doubt that ir» his appear- 
ances he acts i$ this manner. 
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Whether he is paid for it is not material. What he does is. What he has 
done on your station was the subject matter of my initial letter to vdmr Baltimore 
manager, answered by you. What he there did is to defend the government in thte 

^cernte @ ^ “ 8 ** W ° rk ’ 8nd this is unquestionable from tte ve^ybrief 

excerpts you sent me. y UIiei 

... i 1 recognize that particularly because you are a lawyer you may find 

what ,°" s “ 9se blu ^ t - If there is any doubt in your mind about the accuracy of 
wnat I tell you, I ora prepared to give you the proofsthat of his thieverv in 

: s " sl j°r- 1 ” U1 « l, °, »° tt of *». t.g.nThi, bo*k .riLVto 

lifts my c °W*lflfated wor * and of the pages of mine that were lifted. I can do 
the same with his false claim to have been the discoverer of the original of 
an important picture, which the listener correctly identified as the fruit of mv 

tbe+^ha^m 8 8nd ° f MS ******* lie in sa yins t^t it is "quite apnarent 

Jof, mod! I “ d *S ComaiSsl011 staff R8W the Picture in the uncropned fom". If 
yo m de a duo ox the ^ape you sent me, the counter here reads 203. How, as a 

lawyer, I presume you will understand the significance of the Commission never heving 
the origins! negative, which is what I dug up ( from nP-he says TJPI), not having a ^ 
®. 1( 3 ^corrupted pint of it in the files or evidence, not having any of thT 
tt e ^ aen ™ °f f b ® camera, the film, the point from which the picture was 

in^e £!o!th r “ Ct0 ! iS i iOS /f l he 16119 Ut W8S 8 l0nS lens » bUt you w111 not fl nd this 
in the Heport$> in short, of having nothing but corrupted and deceptive and incomplete 

copies of a picture showing the President when he had just been shot. What is "quite 

t0 9ny9ne f ith 9Ven 8 rud imentary knowledge of the evidence, is that neither 
ole BI nor the commission staff ever had any uncorrupted copy, never had the 
negative, and deliberately handled evidence in this manner, which, without cross 
examination or opposing counsel, they c 0 uld get away with. I think no honorable 
lawyer will say he vents his law and practise followed this way, or that this is the 
way he wants the murder of his President investigated. 

•n O rm< S0 Jr,n f + y0U f j nd tbis ?; nn 8 U8ge barsh » if yo u feel it at all unjust, you have 
my permission to send a copy to Thompson or his publisher. See if they sue-or eve^ 
asK to confront me on it. u 

. . _ No f» if you d0ny me tho opportunity to respond to the deliberate misrepresenta- 

tion of evidence in the murder of the President end to the restatements of fact about 
’ n ff take it; *0 the FCC. I will not Contest it further. I think, in defense 

of .he integrity of Metromedia and its presentation of what is offered as fact to its 
audience, you should. I am quite willing toarestrict my presentation to h£ L S 
excerpts of the tape of his show and the appropriate, factual answer, with citeSonf 
in every case. If you are as familiar with my appearances on Metromedia alone as I 
believe you may be, you know 1 mean this seriously and will, in fact, have precise 

^lirtec 0 ??' *ha±, unlike Thompson* in the excerpts you sent me, evddesend gently 
olide{off onto something else rather than respond. 

Whwther or not you do this, I again request the entire tape. It was not nossible 

III t! l< f S f a . er tim9 ' t0 a °d give me but parts, to know What 

l pertinent and what are not. « 0 one in your employ has that knowledge of tte 
subject matter. I am among the very few who do, and in some areas, am the only one 
who does. I wont it for a number of reasons, including as an historic record, for 
09 doubt in my raind of Thompson’s function, whether self-determined or of 
official character. I want it also because I am interested in seeing if his thieverv 
is only in print. And, frankly, because of his function, I want every word he utters 
1™' subject so I can study them. I do hope you will send it to me at your earliest 
convenience. And I thin* m so doing you will be preserving Metromedia’s integrity on 
a subject of vital national interest on which your record is better than meat. 



Sincerely yours. 



K* TVS Id 



